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Why do we have a community council?
Community Councils were established as a result of the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973. They do not have 
statutory duties or powers, and are essentially voluntary 
bodies established within a statutory framework.

The key roles of Community Councils are:
ʳ To represent the views of the community to The Highland 
Council and other public bodies operating in their area 
ʳ To act to further the interests of their communities 
ʳ To be consulted on planning applications within their area 
(The Town & Country Planning (General Development Proce-
dure) (Scotland) Amendment Order 1996) 
ʳ To consider exercising their powers to object to the grant-
ing, renewal or transfer of liquor licences. (The Licensing 
(Scotland) Act 1976).

Crannog is published four times a year by Kirkhill & 
Bunchrew Community Council. The date of the next meeting 
of the community council is 20 March 2007. All meetings of 
the community council are usually held in Kirkhill Primary 
School on a Tuesday evening at 7.30pm and are open to 
members of the public.  If you have any concerns you would 
like raised please come along or alternatively speak to one of 
the councillors.

News from the last community council meeting
Several residents had complained about the recent activity at 
Achnagairn when tree felling and ground clearing began.

Denis Torley the Forestry Ofþcer for our area was able to con-
þrm that this work was necessary for the making of a new 
access road into the estate. All trees felled had been agreed 
and the work was being closely monitored.

As you all know our local councillor Jack Shiels is retiring after 
many years meritorious service and he will not stand for re-
election on May 3. 

Margaret Davidson, the present councillor for Loch Ness 
West, will be standing as an independent and she came along 
to the meeting to introduce herself.

With the introduction of multi member wards our area will 
come under Aird and Loch Ness which is a large area with a 
population of 10,000 in 2004.

There will be four councillors elected to cover the ward which 
stretches from Beauly down to Fort Augustus and up the other 
side of the loch to include Farr and Dores and back along all 
of the Aird to Beauly.
continued on page 4

ARDFEARN NURSERY 
& GIFT SHOP

Tel 01463 243250
Do you need plants or 

advice for your garden?

We have an excellent range of top 
quality Trees, Shrubs, Hedging, 

Climbers, Herbaceous and Alpines
All at reasonable prices.

Our Gift Shop is crammed full of 
unusual & interesting gifts.

With new Fair Trade stock arriving
 soon it’s worth a visit.

10% OFF WITH THIS ADVERT
Get 10% off your plants and gifts if 

you bring this advert with you.

Discount given on full price items only. It cannot be
 used with previous vouchers or quantity discounts.
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kirkhill post office
Greeting Cards
Stationery 
Local Newspapers
Internet Cafe
Cold Drinks & Sweets
NEW Photocopying 5p

Opening hours
Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri
9am - 1pm
2pm - 5.30pm
Wed 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9am - 12.30pm

Also second hand books(50p) and videos (£1) for sale in aid of Kirkhill Church of Scotland 

Kirkhill & Bunchrew Community Trust
The Trust continues its work to improve our local environment 
in lots of different ways. Ongoing projects include involvement 
in the Forestry Commission’s Reelig Forest Plan consultation 
and, as reported in the last issue of Crannog, in the feasibility 
study into the possibility of a roadside path from Beauly to 
Inverness. Work on the revamped Kirkhill Community Park is 
now well under way - see elsewhere in this issue.
 
The Trust holds its AGM on Monday 26 March at 7.30pm in 
Kirkhill Primary School - see the advert in this issue of Cran-
nog for more details. The guest speaker is Eric Dodd from 
Highland and Islands Community Energy Company, who will 
explain some ways that individuals and small groups can get 
involved in generating energy and cutting fuel bills. Everyone 

is welcome - you don’t have to be a member of the Trust, 
though membership is free to all who live in the area! Contact 
Alan Dobie on 831212 for more information. If you feel you 
could contribute to the Trust’s work, either as a Director or in 
some other way, come along to the AGM or contact either Alan 
Dobie or the Trust’s Chair.
Donald Shiach 831591

Environment Group
After a period of hibernation (in spite of global warming) the 
Environment Group is once more up and running!

We’ve now had feedback on the performance of the recycling 
facility located at Inchmore hall. For the year to the end of 
March 2006 some 35 tonnes in all were recycled. This com-
prised 18 tonnes of glass, 12 tonnes of paper, 1 tonne of 
cans and 4 tonnes of textiles. A great effort by the community 
and one I hope we will have improved on when the þgures to 
March 2007 are available. From the published þgures weõve 
done much better than most other similar recycling facilities. 
Well done! One issue though is the amount of bags and card-
board containers left overÿowing the bin at the facility. Unfor-
tunately we can’t collect cardboard or plastic at Inchmore. 
Can you please take bags and boxes home, or better still save 
them up and take them periodically to facilities in Inverness 
which can handle them such as the Recycling centre on the 
Longman.

Congratulations too to Kirkhill Primary School on winning its 
Silver Flag under the internationally recognised Eco-schools 
programme. A great effort by the whole school and particu-
larly its pupils’ eco-committee under the ever watchful and 
green eye of teacher Mrs Jean Gibson. Now the Green Flag.

Keep Scotland Beautiful are organising a “National Spring 
Clean” in April and Kirkhill & Bunchrew will be doing their bit 
on Saturday 28 April when we’ll be organising a community 
litter pick starting at 10.00am from the Community Centre in 
Kirkhill. Bags, litter pickers etc available. The Spring clean will 
be followed by the opening of the new play park and a bar-
beque. This is a great chance to improve the appearance of 
the community as we go into Spring/Summer. All welcome.

Speaking of global warming the Community Trust’s AGM is to 
be held on the evening of Monday 26 March in the school. 
The guest speaker will be talking about what can be done at 
the community level on renewable energy. As an environment 
group we are keen to consider this and will be listening keenly 
to what is said. If you want to contribute then please come 
along to the AGM and we can start the discussion there.
George Hogg 831674




